
Newsletter of the Singapore Pest Management Association

On 26th January 2018, SPMA Council Members Mr Albert Lee and Mr 
Gavin Raj attended the Inter-Agency Dengue Task Force Meeting. The 
last quarter of 2017 saw no reported cases of Zika or Chikungunya, whilst 
there was also no clear dominance of dengue stereotypes. 

An intense source reduction exercise (ISRE) is taking place from January 
to April 2018 throughout Singapore targeting nurseries, town council high 
risk areas, major construction sites and town council common areas. 

It was also shared that Phase 1 objectives of Project Wolbachia have 
been met, as there has been horizontal and vertical dispersal of adult 
wolbachia mosquito and promising results. 
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Vector Situation Update 

Car Free Sunday 
Date:  Sunday, 29 April 2018
Time:  9.00 am to 11:00 am 
Venue:  One-north 
Special Guests: Mr Khaw Boon Wan, Coordinating Minister 
for Infrastructure & Minister for Transport and Mr Masagos 
Zulkifli, Minister for the Environment and Water Resources. 

Join us for the first Car-Free Sunday held outside of the 
Civic District. Exciting activities are lined up, including: 

•    PHC Walk to raise awareness of cleanliness 
•    responsibility beyond our doorsteps
•    Family fun with life-sized playsets, food and 
•    entertainment at Timbre+
•    Meet and Greet S-League stars

“Keep Clean, Singapore!”  
Date: Sunday, 6 May 2018
Time: 8:30 am 
Venue: Jurong Central Park

Our annual collaboration with the Public Hygiene Council 
(PHC) is back! We will be doing our part to promote 
hygiene and cleanliness for the environment by picking 
up litter at Jurong Park. 

Global Summit of Pest 
Management Services / 
World Pest Day 
Date: 4 to 6 June 2018
Venue: Hotel Cascais Miragem in Portugal

The third Global Summit of Pest Management Services 
for Public Health and Food Safety, presented by NPMA 
and CEPA coincides with World Pest Day on 6th June. 
After the success of last year’s inaugral event, World 
Pest Day is officially recognised as a day to raise the 
status of the pest management industry among the 
general public. 

Wildlife Handling Seminar 
Date: Thursday, 28 June 2018
Time: 2 – 5pm  
Venue: e2i West

As Singapore gets more urbanized and the space 
between humans and animals is intertwined, SPMA is 
organising a seminar with hands-on knowledge on how 
to safely handle wildlife such as dogs, cats, monkeys, 
wild boar, birds or monitor lizards. Check your emails 
for more information.

CleanEnviro Summit 
Singapore 2018
Date: 8 to 12 July 2018
Venue: Sands Expo & Convention Centre,
Marina Bay Sands

CESS is organised by the National Environment 
Agency of Singapore (NEA) to strengthen and 
encourage growth in the environment industry. This 
year, in addition to Waste Management and Cleaning, 
CESS will feature three new sectors: Sustainable 
Energy, Pest Management and Pollution Control. CESS 
serves as a global platform for industry and government 
leaders to identify, develop and share practical, 
replicable and scalable solutions to address 
environmental challenges in the context of the 
waste-water-energy nexus in tomorrow’s cities.

Wolbachia Technology Summit 
Date: 7 to 8 June 2018
Time and Venue:  TBC 
Venue:  One-north 
Special Guests: Mr Masagos Zulkifli, Minister for the 
Environment and Water Resources.
 
The Environmental Health Institute (EHI), of the 
National Environment Agency (NEA), is organising an 
international meeting on the Wolbachia technology that 
is being tested to suppress the Aedes aegypti mosquito 
population in the community.

Speakers from all over the world will present on topics 
such as the successes and challenges of field studies, 
community outreach and stakeholder engagement and 
strain development and quality control. 

More information about ‘Project Wolbachia – Singapore’ can be 
found that at http://www.nea.gov.sg/public-health/environmental-
public-health-research/wolbachia-technology
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Upcoming Events 



Contact us  
for more information & 

starter package now 
 

+65 6841 2986 
 

sales@bentzjaz.com 

Upgraded Version with 
New Features, Make It 
even BETTER, SMARTER 
and SIMPLER… 



1 https://www.foxbusiness.com/features/amazon-to-pay-1-2-million-in-illegal-pesticide-settlement 
2 http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/no-super-malaria-infection-reported-in-singapore-moh 
3 https://www.ibtimes.co.uk/german-man-frank-herrmann-dies-eaten-alive-466227 
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In this addition of News of the World, we bring you information from the US, Angola and India! 

News from 
Around the World

US$1.2 million penalty for Amazon 
for sale of Illegal Pesticides in US 
Amazon has had to pay a US$1.2 million penalty to the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) of the United States for 
almost 4000 violations from 2013 to 2016 for the sale and 
distribution of illegal pesticides.1 This has been the first and 
heaviest penalty the EPA has imposed against an online platform 
for the sale and distribution of unauthorised pesticides. 

Amazon’s services allowed independent, third-party sellers to 
store their products at one of Amazon’s storage facilities until the 
products were to be shipped upon purchase. After uncovering 
these sales, EPA conducted further investigations and found that 
these pesticides were unregistered products. After EPA restricted 
these sales, Amazon worked quickly to pull out illegal pesticide 
products from its website. Amazon notified buyers to dispose of 
these products with refunds amounting to $130,000.   

Regulating the online marketplace is still a challenge with illegal 
pesticides readily available online and through other channels. 
EPA’s action sets a strong precedent that will hopefully be followed 
in international. 

Angola’s Fight Against Malaria 
The outbreak of malaria has caused hundreds of deaths in the 
South West African nation of Angola since the start of the year. 
More than 300 000 over cases of malaria were reported in the 
country with a population of just under 29 million people. 

While a leader in oil production, Angola has perpetually struggled 
to stay malaria-free with a shortage of financial aids, medical 
supplies, unsanitary standards of living and corruption. The 
capital, Luanda, is the most affected province in the country with 
over 75 225 cases and death toll of 117. 

The sub-Saharan regions of Africa constitute 90% of global 
malaria cases and 92% mortality rate due to infected mosquitoes. 
Hospitals lack the resources to purchase basic supplies such as 
syringes and even medicines, but hospital managers have 
preference for luxury cars to these necessities.  

The fight against malaria in Angola includes big scale insect 
fumigation and circulation of mosquito nets. Comparable to how 
Singapore attained its status as a malaria-free nation in 1982 2  by 
the World Health Organisation, it is crucial for Angola to have a 
system to eradicate unhygienic living conditions and stagnant 
water. 

Dead bodies eaten by Rodents
Rodents are notorious for finding their way through the smallest 
of holes. Nevertheless, it is perplexing to find out that some rats 
in India found their way into a hospital mortuary and eaten the 
body of a 21-year-old woman.

The hospital claims that no entry points were found in the freezer 
but there might have been an oversight in closing the doors 
firmly. Though such incidents are not frequent, the hospital will 
follow up with an investigation and seek the expertise of a pest 
control company.  

This is not the first-time rodents have eaten corpses. An even 
more worrying fact is that rodents have been known to eat the 
flesh of living persons3, usually those who are too weak or 
incapable in fighting off the insistent biting. 
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The Singapore Pest Management Association is deeply saddened by the 
passing of our former President. Major Surajan was the second and longest 

serving President of SPMA (1989 – 2006). 

During his tenure, significant steps were taken to upgrade the industry by 
conducting courses and international conferences. With these changes and 

growth in membership from 10 to 75 members, in 2001 authorities permitted the 
change in name from Pest Control Association (Singapore) to Singapore Pest 

Management Association (SPMA). 

Major Surajan is dearly missed but fondly remembered. The tributes by those 
who served and worked alongside him are testament to his leadership and 
dedication in professionalising and making our industry a recognised one. 

Major G. Surajan 
1948 – 2018 
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“I have known Major Surajan since 2005. 
I am impressed in his fighting spirit for 
principles which he believed were for the 
good of the industry. As President of the 
SPMA, he had no qualms that his voice 
be heard by the authorities and policy 
makers. I have learnt a lot from him. He 
supported his Council Members for new 
initiatives. He fought a good fight. May His 
Soul Rest in Peace” 
Mr Andrew E L Chan, President SPMA

“It is sad to lose someone who has 
been a great influence to this 
industry. Major Surajan has 
contributed a lot to SPMA despite 
the many challenges he and his 
team faced during the period when 
he was President. I'm glad that 
SPMA is recognizing him for his 
hard work and contribution. I 
personally knew Major Surajan for 
more the 20 years – I've worked for 
a short period with him and 
attended a few fishing trips with 
him. Most of all he was a good 
friend and I will miss him.” 

Mr Adrian Theseira, SPMA Member 
“On 12 February 2018, the Pest Management Industry in 
Singapore lost one of its illustrious leaders.

Major G Surajan was the President of the Singapore Pest 
Management Association for a notable 18 years. During his term 
of office, working with the National Environment Agency, the 
industry became more professional with its technicians being 
trained, tested and licensed. 

Those who worked closely with him found him to be logical and 
truly committed to the industry. He argued strongly with those who 
disagreed with his ideas but in the end, he would accept the 
opposing view, if it is good for the industry.

I remember once when he went against his doctor’s advice about 
going to Langkawi for the Pest Summit. The wife of a council 
member confronted him with the accusation that he must be 
insane to do that. Surajan meekly replied, “I have done many 
crazy things in my life but this has to be the worst.” That took the 
lady by surprise and she kept quiet. 

I couldn’t help but asked him later how he managed to do that. His 
reply was “I may be crazy at times but I am not stupid.”

Well Major, we will all miss your sense of humour, your ability to 
straighten things out amidst chaos and your occasional “I will 
smash him”, which of course never happened.

May you rest in peace in the embrace of our Lord, Jesus Christ.”

Mr John H H Ho, Former Vice President of SPMA

“I write this with great sadness over the 
unimaginable loss of a close friend, 
Major (Ret) Surajan. 

I first met Major (Ret) Surajan in the 
80s when I was still with the Ministry of 
the Environment. A man of principle, he 
could be forceful in issues which he 
believed that he was right but was 
prepared to listen and look for practical 
solutions. 

He has single-handily built-up a strong 
team for his business and continues to 
be one of the prominent leaders in the 
industry by helming as the President of 
SPMA till 2008. 

He fought a brave and strong battle for 
several years against his illness.  A 
brave man, he took each day in stride 
and never complained, always hoping 
that the treatments would finally end so 
that he could get on with his life. 

Surajan was a wonderful friend of 
mine, and I will always remember his 
kindness, his truthful advice, and his 
helping hand.

Mr Ng Say Kiat, Vice President of SPMA 

“A tough man who was full of 
passion and possessed an 
indomitable spirit..”
Ms Sharon Kee, Honorary Secretary of SPMA



Save  
The Date 

26 APRIL 2018 

48 Hillview Terrace, #06-08A Hillview Building, 

Singapore 669269  

+65 6765 6165  

www.pestech.com.sg 

A  suite of innovation is coming your way. Embrace innova-
tion in your pest management business. Schedule your teams 
seamlessly, centralise your reports in one place, streamline 
your key account management, step up on your trend analy-
sis, and stay on top of your company’s productivity. 

 

Introducing eHALOS, the platform you need to run your pest 
management business. 

 

Runs on tablets for Operations team on the move and on 
computers for everyone else. 

We will show you more this 26 April 2018.  

For more information, just say hello to marketing@pestech.com.sg 

Who can use it? 

● Operations 

● Administration & Human 
Resources 

● Schedulers 

● Key Account Management 
& Business Development 

● Quality Assurance & Tech-
nical 

● Management 

*subject to terms and conditions set by Info-communications Media Development Authority (IMDA) of Singapore 

Kickstart your way towards innovation 
for under $9000* with special  

Enchanced iSPRINT Solution grant 
from IMDA Singapore. 
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Book Titles*

Guide to Urban Pest Ants of Singapore (7 copies left)

Urban Pest Control (4 copies left)

Pest Cockroaches of Singapore 
(Soft cover with Prof. Dr. Lee Chow-Yang autograph)

Pest Cockroaches of Singapore (Hard Cover)

Pest Cockroaches of Singapore (Soft Cover)

Identification Key to Adult Pest Cockroaches of Singapore

Do you have bed bugs?

Safe Practices for Pest Management (Video)

Termites of Singapore

Original Price 

$15

$20

NIL

NIL

$25

$5

$10

$30

$40

Price after discount

$12

$16

$25

$22.5

$20

FOC with purchase of Pest 
Cockroaches of Singapore 

$8

$24

$32

BOOKS SALE

To place order, please email contactus@spma.org.sg

For more information, please contact:

Singapore Pest Management Association
Jurong Point Post Office P.O. Box 115 Singapore 916404  •  Tel: +65 9001 3190  Fax: +65 6565 8197  •  Email: contactus@spma.org.sg

International Pest Control Magazine (IPC)
The SPMA is very excited to be featured in the International Pest Control Magazine 
(IPC). The IPC is one of the leading global publications for the pest management 
industry, also focusing on areas such as public health, agriculture, horticulture and 
amenity, forestry and plantation, and animal health. 

Now in its 60th year, the IPC is published on a once every two months basis to ensure 
that readers are kept up to date with what is happening in our industry. 

We plan to continue raising the profile of SPMA on a global stage by continuing to 
collaborate with the IPC. We welcome articles from our members who would like to be 
involved in this initiative. Should you wish to contribute an article, please email 
contactus@spma.org to find out more. 



Introducing you HACCP Certified Products

Why use Sumitomo HACCP Certified Product?
• Internationally recognized system for reducing the risk of safety hazards in food

• Safety practice in multinational food manufacturing plants
• Brand boosting, increase customer and consumer confidence
• Reduce risks of recalls and product withdrawals due to insect contamination
• Demonstrates conformance to the product requirements and regulations

What is HACCP?
HACCP is a systematic preventive 

chemical, and physical hazards in 
production processes that can cause 
the finished product to be unsafe, and 
designs measurements to reduce these 
risks to a safe level. 

Wikipedia

For more information

SUMITOMO CHEMICAL ASIA PTE LTD      
3 Fraser Street
#07-28 DUO Tower
Singapore 189352
Tel : (65) 6303 5188
Fax : (65) 6298 9621
Email : agrochem@sumitomo-chem.com.sg

Innovative and Responsible 
Pest Control Solutions


